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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR DICK CHENEY 

FROM : JIM CANNON 

SUBJECT Market Ooinion Research 
Poll 

Attached are my suggested changes 
and/or additions to the U.S. National 
Study prepared by Market Opinion 
Research. 

Attachment 



4 c 

SF 4 

22 A l 

22 A 2 

I suggest "The President" instead of "Executive 
Branch of Government". 

It seems to me that "unjustified" loads the 
question. Wouldn'~ it be better to say "The 
power of organized labor to get wage increases 
that exceed the cost of living?" 

This question talks only about money. It seems 
to me that first this question should be asked: 

l. Do you as parents feel your children are 
getting a proper education? 

2. If not, to what do you attribute the low 
caliber of education? 

a) Quality of teachers 

b) Lack of discipline 

c) Racial problems in the school 

d) Not enough money 

e) Other 

The question is also focused narrowly on money. 
A first question in this group might be --

"Would you attribute the inadequacy of police 
protection to: 

"l) Lack of discipline 

"2) Lack of training 

"3) Poor pay 

11 4) Other 



23 

24 A 

26 A 

We would get a poor reading from this question 
as stated. Why not restate it this way: 

"Do you think Government assistance to the poor 
should be in the form of direct cash payments, 
or in the form of coupons such as food stamps, 
and other assistance such as free hot meals 
and payments of medical services? 11 

I would suggest an additional question: 

"How long do you think a person who has lost his 
job should receive Federally-financed unemployment 
compensation?" 

3 months 

6 months 

9 months 

l year 

Until he gets his old job back? 

In this group, I would suggest these additional 
questions: 

"Who is best able to care for the poor? 

II the Federal government? 

" the State government? 

" the local government? 

" private charities? 

II family? 

" Other? 

I suggest this additional question also. 



26 B 

26 c 

26 D 

26 E 

35 

42 

3 

Do you feel the Federal government should 
provi de cash assistance, food stamps, and other 
assi stance to a family if their family income 
totals more than the official poverty l evel -
about $100 weekly for a family of four? 

Yes No 

Can people live on that in your community? 

Yes No 

Do you believe the Federal government should 
provide school lunches for children of families 
above the poverty level? 

Yes No 

In a Federal Assistance Program, do you believe 
in order to be fair , the same amount of Federal 
aid should be paid in one state as in another? 

Yes No 

To precede Question 35: 

Would it not be better to first establish a 
person's level of fear about crime with such 
questions as these?: 

l) Have you ever been a victim of a crime? 

2) Has a relative, friend, or neighbor been 
a victim of a crime? 

3) Do you believe in a neighborhood where people 
are concerned about crime? 

Perhaps the first question should be: 

Health cost~ are increasing at twice the rate of 
other costs. Do you think the Federal Govern
ment should take steps to control health costs 
before any government ins1~ nee p~an should be 
enacted? 

That would set the stage for the present question 42: 



Regulatory Reform 

To establish public perception about Federal 
interference in the lives of individuals, we might 
add these questions: 

a) What personal contact have you had with any 
agency of the federal Government? 

b) What do you believe the Federal Government 
does best? 

c) How would you rate the performance of the 
Federal person or agency you dealt with? 

Favorable Too much red tape 

Too many forms 

~Lack of courtesy 

___ Infringement upon private affairs 

Interference with Businessmen 

If you are in business, have you had a recent 
experience with a Federal Agency? How would you rate 
the person or agency you dealt with? 

Do you believe Federal regulations have increased 
your cost of doing business? 

___ Significantly 

___ Quite a bit 

Not too much 

No inconvenience 

To follow the 22 series. 

Do you think the Federal Government should 
be required to have a balanced budget? 

Yes ~0 



U.S. NATIONAL STUDY 

Draft Questionnaire 

October 28, 1975 



Hello, 11m from Market Opinion Research Company, 
an international research company with headquarters in Detroit. We are 
making a study of problems and political figures in the United States 
and would like to have your opinions. 

1. Now, l 1 d like you to think about you 
and your family•s plans for the future. 
What are your main goals and hopes yoo 
and your family are trying to work 
toward and fulfill? (PROBE) 

----- -------
a. Do you believe this is a goal that the 

government should or should not help you 
to attain? 

Should ............ 1 1. 
Should not. . . ..... 2 

b. Are the government•s actions helping you 
or hindering you in achieving thi5 goal, 
or not making any difference? 

2. Some people think that certain groups 
have too much influence in American 
life and politics, while other people 
feel that certain groups don't have 
as much influence as they deserve. 
Are there any groups or kinds of people 
which you think have too much influence 
and are getting more than their fair 
share? (PROBE) 

a. Are there any groups which you think 
don't have as much influence as they 
deserv·e and are receiving less than 
their fair share? (PROBE) (IF 
RESPONDENT SAYS PEOPLE LIKE ME, ASK:) 
How would you describe yourself? 

Don•t know. . . ..... 0 

Helping .. 
Hindering . . 
No difference . 
Don • t know . . 

• 1 
.. 2 
. .3 
. . 0 














































































































